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Open-Ended Responses 
 

Question 4: Are you a member of any other SLA Chapters? If so, which ones? 

 

San Francisco Bay Region Chapter 

San Francisco 

San Francisco 

San Francisco 

San Francisco 

San Francisco Bay Region 



San Francisco Bay Region 

SF 

San Francisco 

OREGON 

San Francisco Bay Region 

SF 

San Francisco 

SF 

San Francisco 

San Francisco Chapter 

San Francisco, Washington, DC, NY, 

San Francisco Bay and Sierra Nevada 

San Francisco 

San Francisco 

I had been a member of the SF Bay Chapter until I retired. 

SFBay Region 

San Francisco 

DPER, Academic 

Solo Division 

 

Question 5: What is your current employment status? 

 

also employed PT at a second job 

Consultant /independent professional 

Doing freelance work part-time; looking for full-time work 

Will soon be laid off, but am ramping up consulting business. 

still working as administrative assistant at ucsf following mlis degree completion in May 

'08 

 

Question 8: How do you access blog posts? Select all that apply. 

 

I do get the e-mail feed.  But I also regularly peruse the blog site directly. 

Blog is very hard to read, extremely cluttered 

don't access blog posts 

I got the e-mail when it was highly encouraged, but dropped it when I found it duplicated 

the RSS feed. 

current via email - but prefer going to website 

forwarded by friends, mentioned in tweets 

 

Question 9: What is your preference for access to Chapter communications? Please 

select all that apply. 

 

E-mail is my primary conduit.  Push is important for me.  But I also regularly peruse / 

cruise the blog site via URL. 

I never remember to look unless prompted. 

Email 



email is only way 

I prefer e-mail to RSS 

I would prefer more consolidation of communication.  I chose email so I wouldn't miss 

something important - but I dislike constant emails. 

An email pointing to a link is good... 

If I did not receive by email I would never remember to look at the site -- too many other 

tasks to work on 

 

Question 14: What are your content preferences for blog communications – what do 

you like about them, what is missing? 

 

I like access to the chapter archives.  I like access to the administrative info like officers, 

policies, etc.  Of course the news is generally useful and I refer to historical materials 

(blog archives) occasionally as well. 

Feels as if it has lost it "multi-dimensionality". 

Keep it simple - drop the blog.  Posts are long, cluttered, hard to read. 

It's more like a newsletter than a blog. Need more short content from Officers about 

thoughts, programs, anecdotes. Perhaps tidbits/links to other librarian blogs? Something 

to attract younger professionals? Can program announcements with sign-up forms be 

shortened, less long and clunky? 

Local Chapter activities, meeting announcements 

They are fine the way they are. 

Unless there's a link in e-mail to a particular post, I won't search for a post. 

upcoming events 

Working fine. 

I don't like to go to a separate RSS feed to read the blog. I prefer e-mails. 

Meeting info, tour info, other group meeting info 

Lots of white space, easy to read text and not too many images. 

Chapter event announcements and descriptions. More continuing education opportunities 

would be good. 

Event info 

Meetings, other announcements, etc. 

I like the opinions expressed in blogs.  I prefer to visit when I feel the need 

Event announcements, car pool info, 

I would prefer to see substantive articles of interest to Chapter members, reports of 

Chapter events, and first time announcements of Chapter events on the blog. 

"educational and meeting opportunities  

new technologies new electronic resources" 

 

Question 15: What are your content preferences for discussion list communications 

– what do you like about them, what is missing? 

 

Announcements, especially if they are not relevant to the history of the chapter - not 

archive worthy.  General or non-chapter professional information.  Would like to see the 

list being used for discussion as well as announcements. 

Our discussion list seems to be sort of quiet most of the time. 



Prefer news of a timely nature. 

Stick to the listserv and keep the calendar updated on the website.  The blog adds nothing 

but noise. 

Good for finding out about chapter events. Also good for asking questions and hearing 

about interesting side news. Self-promotional stuff from Guy (and others) is a little bit 

annoying, but it's a small percnetage of the traffic so it's ok. 

I like receiving resource-sharing requests, questions to the group from members who 

have an information need -- I wish there were more of this type of sharing. 

Local Chapter activities, meeting announcements 

They are fine the way they are. 

I've answered some questions above about the discussion list, but I'm not sure whether 

this list is distributed as a link in e-mail or separately.  If it's separate, the previous 

answers are inaccurate due to mis-identification of them, and therefore moot. 

for #11 and #13--I do not receive SA Chapter discussion list messages 

Working fine. 

Requests for help, interesting prof dev articles/news 

"I like the sharing that happens among members re: 

-research help needed 

-sharing of events 

 

Can't think of what's missing. That gets covered in the blog." 

Chapter event announcements and descriptions. More continuing education opportunities 

would be good. 

Discussion of professional issues, reference questions, items that are open-ended, 

eliciting discussion. 

I like to be able to pull information from discussion lists periodically.  I like receiving a 

summary document monthly that lets me know what is available - what is new 

I am not sure I'm getting these posts. 

Generally seem more interactive than the blog 

Event announcements, car pool info  Missing: Blog link, link for changing subscription 

options, for I prefer a daily digest 

I would prefer to have second and further notices of Chapter events, announcements of 

other events, requests for assistance ("reference questions") and discussion questions and 

threads on the discussion list. 

discussions would be good...so far mostly announcements also 

 

Question 17: Have you ever contacted or otherwise pursued information about the 

advertisers? 

 

I watch to see if we have sponsors.  But have had no need to interact with sponsors other 

than as a sponsor. 

Usually notice ones I already use. 

there aren't as many ads as we had in the newsletter 

I don't check blogs. 

 



Question 18: What social media and/or Web 2.0 resources are you currently using? 

Please choose all that apply, and explain or list any additional services in the text 

box below. 

 

I have a LinkedIn profile and enjoy getting updates on other in my network.  I have 

received e-vites and am glad the service is available.  Same for Flickr. I don't have my 

own account, but have received access to others' photos via Flickr which is very fun.  I 

have an OpenTable account and use it pretty frequently.  It helps me stay organized with 

dinner / luncheon engagements.  I'm otherwise not very embedded in web 2.0. 

MySpace 

Rarely look at Linked In.  Facebook is more of a social site for me, but I do "fan" a 

couple of places and get some messages from them. 

I have a LinkedIn profile, but it's still marginal.  I occasionally read comments from 

others, wihch I receive as a member of a group I joined via the outplacement firm whose 

services were provided [free] by my former employer. 

Wiki 

"Flock (more of a dashboard) 

Goodreads.com 

Lots of others" 

Some of these are for personal, rather than professional, use. 

plaxo 

I have a Twitter account which I used to follow the SLA 2009 annual meeting, but I 

didn't find it particularly helpful. Stopped following it and am not following anyone/thing 

else. 

None of the above 

Our organization does not allow access to social media. 

 

Question 20: Do you want your blog linked to from the SA Chapter blog? 

 

N/A 

I post to a shared blog at work, but it would not be of interest to SLA members.  Not the 

right type of topics. 

Good idea! 

My blog is my experience with a chronic illness, not so much library specific 

when it goes live this Fall 

N/A 

if I ever start one of interest to colleagues, I would want to make a link. 

When I write a blog, yes I would like it linked from the SA Chapter blog. 

InfoExplore - http://www.bloglines.com/blog/Mary-Beth-Train Clippings from California 

State Library and some public library blogs, targeted to San Francisco Bay Area public 

librarians 

 

Question 23: Comments or suggestions on any of the above questions, or in general? 

 

Don't require postal mailing, but do like e-mail reminders that something new is on the 

blog and I should go view it. 



Postal mailing enjoyable for special occasion, but not necessary. 

"One paper mailing in spring of the year seems like a good idea. Could contain an intro to 

officers, topics anticipated this year, and a rough calendar of programs and events. Sell 

ads in it! Announce on the blog that it went out so people can find out they are/arent a 

member of the Chapter. 

(To save postage costs, you could hand out this paper item at a meeting, put the rest in the 

mail.)" 

Re: # 21, I'm not sure whether I received a postal mailing. When was it sent, and what 

was it about? 

The less snail mail the better, although I do like getting personal notes... 

I think I joined the chapter AFTER the postal mailing went out! 

For item #10 above -- my response is as often as needed rather than a set schedule. 

I wouldn't want to go back to getting most communications via postal mail, however. 

ONe postal mailing per year is nice, if it fits the budget.  I liked the post card format. 

for no. 21 and 22; I do not know if i received a postal mailing this year; I do know that 

email one is just fine 

I prefer only a random U.S. mailing, such as Leslie's communication letter. 

 

 

 

 


